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1. Abstract: brief outline of the paper 
This issue has been ongoing for the past 30 years. With aggressive and invasive policies violating national sovereignty by all involved nations has made the South China Sea a geopolitical hotspot. This paper explores the origins of the disputes as well as the key players. It is vital to resolve the issue ensuring all parties are entail to some economic benefits. 
2. Description and definition of the issue 
The South China Sea Dispute has been an ongoing conflict for the past 30 years harming the apparent stability in the Far East Asia. The conflict is over resources: in fact the Sea has been described by China as the ‘second Persian Sea’. With China and the other affected countries growing increasingly dominant within the international community, any ‘hot war’ could have ripple effects on Far East Asian stability and the world economy. Additionally, should any country be able to control the vast amount of oil and the vital trade route with in the South China Sea, the nature of world politics would completely change completely undermining international law. With the effects of climate change materialising, it is vital that the fossil fuels that haven’t been depleted don’t fall into the hands of the world’s fastest growing economy.  
Whilst the Berlin Rules on water resources act as guidance and aren’t enforced, it is worth noting that this has been violated by the respected nations, undermining water international law. Similarly the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea has also been violated by these countries. 
3. Glossary of the issue five key players 
The 2011 agreement he PRC, Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam agreed to a set of preliminary guidelines which would help resolve the dispute.
Republic of Taiwan: they have dispatched a fleet to patrol the Spratly Islands. In 1975 they claimed legitimate sovereignty over the Spratly Islands. The Itu Aba is currently occupied by Taiwan.  
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea acts as international law in terms of sovereignty over seas and oceans. 
4. History of the issue 
The first stem of conflict arises through claims on the amount of crude oil available in the Sea. According the People’s Republic of China the Sea may contain around 213 billion tons of undiscovered crude oil. However according to the United States of America, there is only 28 billion barrels. It is key to note that in a time of growing energy insecurity, such vast conventional oil reserves could dictate world politics.
The Sea contains 250 islands and disputes include:
· The Spratly Islands, disputed between the People's Republic of China, the Republic of China, and Vietnam, with Malaysia, Brunei, and the Philippines claiming part of the archipelago
· The Paracel Islands, disputed between the People's Republic of China, the Republic of China, and Vietnam
· The Pratas Islands, disputed between the People's Republic of China and the Republic of China
· The Macclesfield Bank, disputed between the People's Republic of China, the Republic of China, the Philippines, and Vietnam. 
· The Scarborough Shoal, disputed between the People's Republic of China, the Philippines, and the Republic of China
After the Communist party came to power in 1949, the People’s Republic of China erected the ‘9 dotted line’. This is used by China and Taiwan for their claims on parts of the Sea. This includes the Paracel Islands which are occupied by China but claimed by Vietnam and the Spratly Islands disputed by the Philippines, China, Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan and Vietnam. The islands are believed to have large amounts of natural resources. China’s 9 dotted line went against international law especially the UN Convention of the Laws of the Seas. 
Conflict arises over who has greater rights to extract oil and fish, with the Philippines also making direct claims. With the Sea being one of the world’s busiest trade routes, stability over sovereignty is vital. 
5. Current status 
China lays claim to nearly the entire sea, overlapping with the maritime claims of Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei, and the Philippines. With sovereign territory, natural resources, and national pride at stake, this dispute threatens to destabilize the region and even draw the United States into a conflict. At present, the Philippines, Brunei and Malaysia have made claims to areas within China’s 9 dotted line. The ratification of the UN Convention of the Laws of the Seas makes this conflict more heavily disputed as it now violates international law. 
The international community expresses concern over the dispute as much of their trade is passed through the sea. 
In July 2011, China, Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam agreed on preliminary guidelines to help resolve the dispute. Whilst the preservation of the vast ecosystem was included in the guidelines, the allocation and sovereignty of the crude oil was not. 
At present oil exploration has begun by China and Vietnam. 
6. Conclusion 
The process of resolving all these disputes is complicated as issues of practical and immediate economic interests have become intertwined in bitter historical memories and claims from generations ago. There is an entangling of ‘realeconomik’ and historical issues with the involved nations looking forward and backward at the same time. China of a comprehensive, multilateral conference, or process, to address the South China Sea issues. The country continues to insist on holding individual, direct bilateral negotiations with each nation it has disputes with across the region. China made significant progress in at least one of these disputes when Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung agreed with visiting Chinese Premier Li Keqiang in October to set up an ongoing working group to cope with bilateral disputes over the islets in contention between the two countries.
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