Threat of arms race between Columbia and Nicaragua: A Background Paper 

1. Abstract
This paper explores the fundamental causes of the arms race, addressing the maritime dispute. It outlines the difficulties in solving the dispute and how legal means have already been taken to come to some form of agreement. With national pride and ancestral history involved, both nations have adopted a very dogmatic approach to the issue, unwilling to make many exceptions. It is important that the international community take both parties demands’ into account. Should war break out in this Southern American region, the repercussions could be felt across the whole international community.  

2. Description and definition of the issue
The arms race is a result of a maritime dispute between the two countries. Whilst the maritime dispute was resolved, the rapid militarisation of the two countries suggests otherwise. With internal political tension within Southern American countries, stability is vital, but the dispute is difficult to resolve as it not only reflects on history but national pride. 

3. Glossary of the issue 
Nicaragua: whilst they made some gains at the ICJ they still claim the the Archipelago de San Andres y Providencia and Quita Sueno Bank.
Columbia: laid claims on the the Archipelago de San Andres y Providencia and Quita Sueno Bank, arguing that historically it belonged to them. 
International Courts of Justice’s verdict: in 2012 they gave the islands to Colombia and explanded Nicargua’s maritime borders. 

4. History of the issue 
The arms race began over a maritime dispute between the two nations. This was over the Archipelago de San Andres y Providencia and Quita Sueno Bank. With respect to the maritime boundary question in the Golfo de Fonseca, which went to the ICJ. 
In 2001 Nicaragua filed claims with the International Court of Justice (ICJ) over the disputed maritime boundary involving 50,000 km² in the Caribbean, which included the islands of San Andrés and Providencia. 
Colombia had claimed that the ICJ had no jurisdiction over the matter and had increased its naval and police presence in the islands. In a preliminary decision the Court sided with Colombia on the question of sovereignty over the islands (47 km²) and agreed with Nicaragua that the 82nd meridian (West) is not a maritime border.
On 19 November 2012, the International Court of Justice decided this case by upholding Colombia's sovereignty over San Andres y Providencia, as well as other disputed islands. These included Quitasueño and Serrana, around which the court established territorial zones of 12 nautical miles in radius. The ICJ also expanded Nicaragua's maritime territory, thereby surrounding both island banks. 
The relationship between the two Latin American countries has evolved amid conflicts over the San Andrés y Providencia Islands located in the Caribbean sea close to the Nicaraguan shoreline and the maritime boundaries covering 150,000 km² that included the islands of San Andrés, Providencia and Santa Catalina and the banks of Roncador, Serrana, Serranilla and Quitasueño as well as the 82nd meridian west which Colombia claims as a border but which the International Court has sided with Nicaragua in disavowing.

5. Current status 
Both countries’ armies have announced new weapons purchases as part of an effort to modernize their militaries and war is viewed as a possibility. Nicaragua believes they need the necessary materials to guard the new and vindicated seas and to ensure their sovereignty over the waters. 

6. Conclusion 
Talks between the two nations are vital to prevent an outbreak of war. The historical and resource interest from both nations means that a fair bilateral agreement needs to be brought to the table. The repercussions of a war between the nations would affect many other nations economically and politically. In a time of economic turmoil, co-operation is vital and more importantly war must be averted. 
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