
FORUM: Human Rights

QUESTION OF: Enforcing the Right to a Primary Education

MAIN SUBMITTER: USA

Fully Aware that over 75 million children worldwide of primary school age are currently not receiving a primary education,

Acknowledging that most children not attending primary school are located in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia,

Recognising that that main reasons contributing to a low primary school attendance rates are location, cost, gender and language,

Noting that children living in rural or high altitude areas, find it difficult to attend primary school due to location restraints,

Noting with regret that families, particularly those in LEDCs, are less likely to send their children to primary school due to the high fees and because children are seen as economic assets that can be used to work and contribute to the family’s income,
Realizing that girls suffer gender discrimination and so are prevented from receiving a primary education due to religious and cultural beliefs,

Concluding that education brings about greater jobs opportunities with higher salaries that in turn will increase taxes paid to governments and living standards, eventually leading to a decline in global poverty,

Further noting that education will also help to reduce the spread of diseases such as HIV/AIDS,

Regretting that there is also a drastic lack of teachers and schooling equipment,

Taking into account that there are approximately 300 million children starving daily,

1. Strongly urges all countries to make primary schooling compulsory by 2050 because  primary education enhances the long term economic and social benefits accompanying it through:

a. The implementation of laws considering primary education as mandatory in all nations to increase the level of educated citizens which will endure a gain in greater prosperity;

2. Calls upon countries, especially LEDCs, to encourage children to attend school by providing incentives, such as but not limited to:

a) school feeding programs, which will provide children with free food if they attend school regularly,

b) tax benefits given to families that send all their children to primary school;

3. Requests countries, particularly LEDCs, to resolve the absence of children from primary school due to accessibility problems, with the help of the UNICEF, other relevant NGOs and MEDS, by:

a) Establishing institutes:

i. In remote areas,

ii. In rural areas,

iii. Between settlements close to one another,

b) Introducing transport schemes such as but not limited to:

a.i. walking and cycling groups,

a.ii. car pooling,

a.iii. government subsidized buses to take children from a number of settlements to and from school,

c) introducing self-help schemes in which governments provide the people with the raw materials and knowledge giving them ownership over building their own schools. This will prove beneficial because:

a.i. it will provide a community with a school,

a.ii. it will build up community spirit,

a.iii. labour costs will be cut;

4. Recommends countries to encourage families to send their children to school by:

a. Offering incentives such as but not limited to:

a.i. free education till a certain grade,

a.ii. tax benefits to families sending all their children to school,

a.iii. guaranteed work and pensions for families sending all their children to school,

a.iv. free or cheap public transport for families sending all their children to school,

b. Adopting two or three-shift systems, whereby children attend school at different times of the day so that they can be allowed time to help support their family at home;

5. Calls upon the formation of an organization to co-ordinate the donations made by the MEDC’s which will:

a. Be called the International Fund for Free Primary Education;

b. Have headquarters in all countries, and from there will:

b.i. Make sure that the donations made by MEDC’s go solely to fund free primary education or causes related to education such as awareness campaigns to educate illiterate families or overly conservative families about the potential benefits of primary education;

b.ii. Help co-ordinate the country’s spending and structuring in the education sector to make sure no donations are siphoned off or embezzled by any individuals;

b.iii. Report directly back to the UN with figures of donations in the country and other accounting information, e.g. balance sheet figures, liquidity ratios, etc.
6. Urges all parties to spread awareness, with the help of UNICEF and other relevant NGOs about the importance of primary education:

a. For reasons such as but not limited to:

a.i. reminding all nations with the fundamental Human Rights to education for every individual, including girls, 

a.ii. To draw more attention and alert all nations about the importance of primary education from learning the basic literacy

a.iii. Remind all parents and nations that there is no promising future for children without an education

b. By ways such as but not limited to:

b.i. TV commercials in countries that are able to air them,

b.ii. Advertising on Billboards

b.iii. Public services

b.iv. Announcements on radios 

b.v. Documentaries 

b.vi. Educational authority figures

b.vii. Educational Campaigns 

c. Advertisements should be also placed in areas which have high education systems to support the areas that do not have the facilities;

7. Strongly recommends the strengthening of existing innovative programs that encourages schools and communities to search actively for children who have dropped out from school or are not attending:

a. Children such as but not limited to:

a.i. Working children,

a.ii. children with special needs, 

a.iii. children with disabilities and,

a.iv. girls especially,

b. For reasons such as but not limited to:

b.i. To help them enroll in and attend schools regularly

b.ii. To successfully complete their

c. Involving:

c.i. Governments, families, communities and NGOs as partners in the educational process

c.ii. Special measures that will be taken to prevent and reduce student drop outs due to other obligations;

8. Encourages countries to assist those with low primary school attendance rates, such as those in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, in their struggle to improve primary education by:

a. introducing programs for college students and recently graduated students to help teach and aid in schools in these countries,

b. introducing campaigns that will collect unwanted schooling equipment, such as textbooks, at the end of each academic year, which will:

b.i. provide primary schools in these countries with much-needed schooling equipment,

b.ii. help reuse and recycle, thus helping to save the environment in the process;

9. Draws attention to the world-wide lack of teaching staff and that countries may resolve this issue by:

a. Encouraging more students to follow careers in teaching,

b. Offering higher salaries to teaching staff,

c. Advertising how much good teachers would be achieving by teaching and the new culture they would be able to experience by coming to a particular country,

d. Establishing training programs for teaching staff to enhance their knowledge about the language and culture

e. Offering teachers incentives such as but not limited to:

e.i. free or cheap accommodation,

e.ii. tax deductions,

e.iii. free or cheap electricity and water bills;

10. Decides to remain actively seized on the matter;
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