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1. Abstract 
This background paper offers a brief outline of the issues concerning the Middle East surrounding the production of oil, their main revenue generator. The paper will discuss the importance of the issue, the history of the issue and finally the current status of the issue.
2. Description and Definition of the Issue
Oil was, and still is, a main source of energy for the Middle East. It is cheap to extract and its supply is plentiful. This makes oil the number choice of energy in the area as well as a great source of income for almost every country. (Saudi Senate 119) 				However, the use of oil as a source of energy as opposed to other ‘greener fuels’ generates harmful gasses which either harm an individual’s health directly(Arbes SJ, Jr), e.g. Nitrogen Dioxide increasing chances of asthma, or cause climate change, e.g. Greenhouse gasses affecting the climate of the world(Baede, Alfons P.M.). Furthermore, as more research is being made into the issue, more of the world, such as the European Union, is opting away from oil as a source of energy (Consumption of energy). This change in demand could greatly harm the income generated by these nations off of their oil supply. It is therefore crucial to find a way to avoid the health issues as well as the possibility of the Middle East’s oil no longer being heavily demanded.									Delegates are expected to know that:								Greenhouse Gasses are the gasses released during the burning and making of fuels from crude oil
3. Glossary of the Issue
O.A.P.E.C.: The Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) is a multi-governmental organization headquartered in Kuwait which coordinates energy policies between oil–producing Arab nations, and whose main purpose is developmental.
O.P.E.C.: An organization with the aim of giving the oil producing nations sovereignty over their own resources (Hamid, Hasan A).
Saudi Arabia: A nation which exports the largest volume of oil 
W.H.O.: The World Health Organization is a committee with the aim of bettering the general health of the world. It has stated that air pollution is the leading cause of Lung Cancer (West, Larry).
Kuwait: A nation which ranks 5th in energy consumption per capita (Smith, Don).
Crude oil: Newly extracted oil which must then be refined for day to day use.
DESERTEC: A non-profit, non-U.N. organization that aims to provide climate protection, energy security and development by generating sustainable power from the sites where renewable sources of energy are at their most abundant.( Huber, Andreas)
4. History of the Issue
Oil exportation became a significant part of the Middle East’s economy during its boom in the 1940s and 50s. This generated more income for many of the multinational companies which controlled oil production. However, due to the many conflicts in the Middle East region, oil prices became volatile as well as production. At times, such as 1985, oil production was increased exponentially at unsustainable rates by Saudi Arabia (Owen, Anthony David., and Nick Hanley, 38). This caused worries over sustainability as well as greenhouse emissions which also increased substantially over that time period.			1973: O.P.E.C. declares an embargo on the United States of America in response to their help towards Israel in the Yom Kippur war. Oil Prices increased fourfold in the U.S. following the embargo (Owen, Anthony David., and Nick Hanley, 49). 
1980’s: In response to the high oil prices of the 70’s much of the world’s factories switched their sources of energy to coal or nuclear power. This caused many of the oil producing nations in the Middle East to lose a lot of revenue. 
1990’s: The Kuwait- Iraq war forced oil prices to drop even more harming the oil producing nations further. Moreover, the burning of the Kuwaiti oil fields by the retreating Iraqi forces caused great worries concerning pollution.
2011: Further information supporting the link between oil production and greenhouse gasses to climate change is published by Cornell University (Atkinson, David R. "Shale Gas Green house Gas Footprint).
2013: University of Wisconsin and the World Health Organization publish a study linking greenhouse gasses to 150 000 deaths annually (West, Larry).
5. Current Status
An international feeling of moving towards cleaner energy is happening as more research papers are published showcasing the harmful effects of the production of oil. In addition to this, more energy/oil efficient cars are being produced. This could have negative effects on the Middle East’s economies as income from oil decreases. 			Furthermore, there is increased awareness of the need for renewable energies in the Middle East. This can be seen by the new renewable energy projects emerging in Saudi Arabia such as the ones supported by DESERTEC.						Moreover, with Saudi Arabia being the largest exporter of oil in the world, there are growing concerns over how sustainable this magnitude of production will be. Sources stating the remaining years left for oil production in the Middle East vary from 50 to 79 years (Babusiaux, Dennis)
6. Conclusion
Overall, the issue of oil production lies in two major factors, the economics of it and the environmental impact. Past attempts by the separate nations to combat the fluctuations in price have been successful at times. However, when the O.P.E.C. stepped in to control prices and supply, the large variations in price ceased. As for the environmental impact of oil production, more recent efforts have been made as opposed to the little attention this issue received previously.
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