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1. Abstract
           This background paper will explore the implications and issues that arise during forced and early marriages. This background paper aims to explain ways to combat forced child marriages as they are a violation of human rights. The topic is described thoroughly and clarified with data. Basic information is supplied but one must research the topic in depth, for a background paper is generalised.  Anomalies are always present.
2. Description and Definition of the Issue
[bookmark: _GoBack]Child marriages were common throughout human history. Today, child marriages are still fairly widespread in some developing areas of the world, such as parts of Africa, South Asia, Southeast and East Asia, West Asia, Latin America, and Oceania. The incidence rates of child marriage have been falling in most parts of the world. The five nations with the highest observed rates of child marriages in the world, below the age of 18 are Niger, Chad, Mali, Bangladesh and Guinea. The top three nations with greater than 20% rates of child marriages below the age of 15 are Niger, Bangladesh and Guinea. There are many causes of early and forced marriages. This background paper will briefly outline these reasons, however, delegates must conduct their own thorough research. The practice is driven by many factors that include gender inequality, negative traditional or religious norms, weak law enforcement and the pressure caused by conflict and natural disasters. Child marriage has lasting consequences on girls, which last well beyond adolescence. Women married in their teens or earlier, struggle with the health effects of getting pregnant too young and too often. Early marriages followed by teen pregnancy also significantly increase birth complications and social isolation. In poor countries, early pregnancy limits or eliminates their education options. This affects their economic independence. Girls in child marriages are more likely to suffer from domestic violence, child sexual abuse, and marital rape. As this is a violation of the child's right, The United Nations established several declarations and conventions to protect the rights of the children. The right to free and full consent to a marriage is recognized in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Other convections which protect human rights are the Convention on the Right of the Child (CRC) and the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women.
3. Glossary of the Issue
	Child marriage: a formal marriage or informal union entered into by an individual before reaching the age of 18While child marriage is observed for both boys and girls, the overwhelming majority of those affected by the practice are girls, most of whom are in poor socioeconomic situations.
	Niger: An African country which has the highest rates of child 
marriages. 75% of the girls are married before their eighteenth birthday.
	Article 16 of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
1) Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.
2)  Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses.
3) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and the State.
Convention on the Rights of the Child: has been ratified by all countries with the exception of the United States and Somalia.
Article 12: The right to express his or her views freely in all matters affecting the child, in accordance with age and maturity.
Article 28 and 29: The right to education on the basic of equal opportunity.
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, Article 16.1a) The same right to enter into marriage
b) The same right to freely choose a spouse and to enter into marriage only with their free and full consent.
History of the Issue: 
Before modern history, child marriage was a common practice found everywhere in the world. With the advent of 20th century, the practice began to be questioned, discouraged by a majority but not all governments, and child marriage practice has been declining across the world.
In ancient and medieval societies, girls would be betrothed at or before puberty. In Greece, early wedding and early motherhood for girls was encouraged. Even boys were expected to marry before they reached the age of 18. With an average life expectancy between 40 to 45 years, around the world, early marriages and teenage motherhood was typical. In Ancient Rome, girls married above the age of 12 and boys above 14. In the Middle Ages, under English civil laws that were derived from Roman laws, marriages before the age of 16 were common. In Imperial China, child marriage was the norm.
1929: Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929 popularly known as the Sarda Act after its sponsor Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda to the British India Legislature in India was passed on 28 September 1929, fixed the age of marriage for girls at 18 years and boys at 21 years. It came into effect six months later on April 1, 1930 and it applies to all of British India, not just to Hindus. It was a result of social reform movement in India. The legislation was passed by the British Indian Government.
1948: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a declaration adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 10 December 1948 at the Palais de Chaillot, Paris. Article 16b states the following ' Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses.'
1979: The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), adopted in 1979 by the UN General Assembly, is often described as an international bill of rights for women.
2013: In 2013 the first United Nations Human Rights Council resolution against child, early, and forced marriages was adopted; it recognizes child marriage as a human rights violation and pledges to eliminate the practice as part of the U.N.'s post-2015 global development agenda.
5. Current Status :
Globally, the countries with the highest early and forced 
marriage prevalence rates are Niger (75 %), Chad )72%) 
Mali (71%), Bangladesh (66 %) Guinea (63%), CAR (61%), Mozambique (52 %), Nepal (51%), Malawi (50%), Ethiopia 
(49%), Sierra Leone (48%), India (47%), and 
Uganda (46%). Twelve of the 20 countries with the highest 
prevalence are members of the Commonwealth. 
a) Bangladesh: 
Child marriage rates in Bangladesh are amongst the highest in the world. Every 2 out of 3 marriages involve child marriages. According to statistics from 2005 45% of women then between 25 and 29 were married by the age of 15 in Bangladesh. According to the “State of the World’s Children-2009” report, 63% of all women aged 20–24 were married before they were 18. The Ministry of Women and Children Affairs is making progress in increasing women's education and employment opportunities. This, combined with specific education about child marriage and cooperation with religious leaders, is hoped to decrease child marriage.
b) Sub-Saharan Africa:
 At 39 %, sub-Saharan Africa has the second highest rate of early and forced marriage. A total of 14.3 million girls are married in the region before they reach the age of 18. The prevalence of early marriage varies across the continent with West and Central Africa at 43 %and Eastern and Southern Africa at 36%. Among the countries where the rate of early and forced marriage exceeds 70%– Niger, Chad, and Mali – adolescent fertility and maternal mortality rates are also high. Civil unrest and natural disasters, including droughts and famine, further contribute to high rates in the region.  
Europe 
Rates of early and forced marriage remain high in many European countries, with the highest rates in Central and Eastern Europe where 2.2 million girls have married before their 18th birthday. Countries with the highest rates of early and forced marriage include Turkey (14 %), and Ukraine (10%). At least 10 % of adolescents marry before the age of 18 in Britain and France.
In September 2011 a resolution adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (A/RES/66/170) designated October 11 as the International Day of the Girl Child. On October 11, 2012 the first International Day of the Girl Child was held, the theme of which was ending child marriage. 
In 2013 the first United Nations Human Rights Council resolution against child, early, and forced marriages was adopted; it recognizes child marriage as a human rights violation and pledges to eliminate the practice as part of the U.N.'s post-2015 global development agenda.
6. Conclusion
Marriage is a matter of choice, it is regarded as a moment of celebration and a milestone in adult life. The practice of early marriage gives no such cause for celebration as the child's fundamental rights are violated. In order to end child marriages, delegations must seek to decrease poverty and strengthen law enforcements. Delegations must combat gender inequality and provide infants with the necessary education.
7. Works Cited
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_marriage#Consequences_of_child_marriage
http://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_58008.html
http://www.childinfo.org/marriage.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_1483.pdf
http://www.icrw.org/child-marriage-facts-and-figures
http://www.plan-uk.org/early-and-forced-marriage/




