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1) Abstract
           This background paper will explore how drilling the Arctic for the extraction of oil and gas is a violation of the Indigenous people's human rights. The topic is described thoroughly and clarified with data. Basic information is supplied but one must research the topic in depth, for a background paper is generalised.  Anomalies are always present.

2) Description and Definition of the Issue
The impact of drilling the Arctic for the extraction of oil and gas on the indigenous people's lands and territories is far-reaching, as such operations can have extremely negative consequences for the indigenous societies. This can result in the destruction of traditional indigenous economies, cultures and societies. Indigenous people have a very special relationship with their lands, territories and natural resources. Drilling the Arctic will disrupt the indigenous peoples' economies as it is heavily based on hunting and reindeer herding. Oil and gas operations can have serious direct negative implications on indigenous peoples and their societies, including increased settler population on their lands, displacement of indigenous peoples, large infrastructure projects which will destroy local flora and fauna and contamination of air and water. This often leads to an increased risk of health problems, and to loss of or damage to hunting grounds, biodiversity and medical plants.
Indigenous people have been deprived of their basic human rights and fundamental freedom as distinct people. This has resulted in the loss of their lands and resources.  The principal problem in relation to oil and gas activities in indigenous peoples’ lands is States’ failure to recognize and respect indigenous peoples’ use, occupancy, and ownership of their traditional lands and resources.
International human rights laws provides indigenous peoples with legal protection against state and private encroachment on their lands and resources. 
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly during its 61st session at UN Headquarters to ensure the indigenous peoples'  rights are protected. 

3) Glossary of the Issue
Arctic: The Arctic is a polar region located at the northernmost part of the Earth. The Arctic consists of the Arctic Ocean and parts of Canada, Russia, the United States (Alaska), Denmark (Greenland), Norway, Sweden, Finland, and Iceland.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Indigenous people: peoples defined in international or national legislation as having a set of specific rights based on their historical ties to a particular territory, and their cultural or historical distinctiveness from other populations that are often politically dominant.
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Article 8:
1) Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right not to be 
subjected to forced assimilation or destruction of their culture.
2) States shall provide effective mechanisms for prevention of, and 
redress for:
a) Any action which has the aim or effect of depriving them 
of their integrity as distinct peoples, or of their cultural values 
or ethnic identities,
b) Any action which has the aim or effect of dispossessing 
them of their lands, territories or resources,
c) Any form of forced population transfer which has the aim 
or effect of violating or undermining any of their rights:

4) History of the issue 
Prior to drilling, Native Americans and Europeans settlers collected crude oil from holes in the ground and used it for various domestic purposes. Colonel Edwin Drake discovered that larger quantities could be obtained bydrilling when he established the first oil well in Titusville, Pennsylvania, in the mid-nineteenth century. The search for oil then spread to other states and the richest reserves were found in Texas. The conservation movement has its roots in the nineteenth century. In 1872, outdoor recreation enthusiasts and nature lovers convinced President Ulysses S. Grant to designate Yellowstone as the country's first national park. The U.S. National Park Service was established in 1916 to oversee additional parks, forests, seashores, and preserves. As technologies have advanced so has the market for oil and therefore more oil is needed to feed the economies of today. 
5) Current status of the issue 
In 2005, the oil was estimated to be worth $374 billion, but would cost $123 billion to extract and sell. This could generate $37 and $124 billion for the Alaskan and Federal governments, respectively. However, the oil would not be available for 5 years and would then take several additional years to decades to meet peak output, which is estimated to occur in 2025. The oil would then dry up in approximately 65 years. Thus, drilling would have few effects on domestic oil prices, considering the amount of time it would take to obtain oil, coupled with the size of the oil field, which is equivalent to 0.55% of the global supply. At the moment there is huge debate over who owns what part of the arctic as there is no clear solution.

6) Conclusion
There are a lot of resources available in the arctic especially oil, we would all benefit from the extraction of oil there but can it be done in a efficient and eco-friendly manner? 

