Piracy in African Waters 
A Background Paper
By Kritika Handa
1. Abstract
	This background paper will outline the issues over piracy off the coast of Somalia as well as the Horn of Africa. The focus is primarily on the various occurrences that took place since the beginning of the conflict. An additional emphasis is one made of the many effects and consequences of the African waters that occurred. Alongside with this issue, the involvement of many countries around the world to help solve this problem will be discussed. 
2. Description and Definition of the Issue
Since the second phase of the Somali Civil War in the early 21st century, piracy off the coast of Somalia has been a threat to international shipping. According to the International Maritime Bureau (IMB), at least 219 attacks occurred in the region in 2010 with 46 hijacking. Pirates have attacked ships in the Gulf of Aden and outwards into the Indian Ocean. Piracy in African waters is unique to any other piracy of its kind. As Mr. Mohamed Abshir Waldo (a consultant, analyst and journalist) states, “The only difference is that the Somali have not been intentionally targeting to kill the crews, rob the cargo or de-register the ships as others do, especially those of straits of Malaga.”
3. Glossary of the Issue
Somali Civil War: An ongoing civil war taking place in Somalia. It began in 1991, when an alliance of armed opposition groups expelled the nation's long-standing military government.
Piracy: Piracy is typically an act of robbery or criminal violence at sea. Those who engage in acts of piracy are called pirates.
Central Intelligence Agency: (CIA) is one of the principal intelligence-gathering agencies of the United States federal government. 
Vessel:  A nautical term for all kinds of craft designed for transportation on water, such as ships or boats.
International Maritime Bureau: The International Maritime Bureau is a specialized department of the International Chamber of Commerce. The IMB's responsibilities lie in fighting crimes related to maritime trade and transportation, particularly piracy and commercial fraud, and in protecting the crews of ocean-going vessels.
Fifth Fleet: The Fifth Fleet of the United States Navy is responsible for naval forces in the Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Arabian Sea, and parts of the Indian Ocean.
Combined Task Force 151: Or CTF-151 or Combined Task Force One Five One is a multinational naval task force, set up in 2009 as a response to piracy attacks in the Gulf of Aden and off the eastern coast of Somalia. Its mission is to disrupt piracy and armed robbery at sea and to engage with regional and other partners to build capacity and improve relevant capabilities in order to protect global maritime commerce and secure freedom of navigation.
4. History of the Issue
The issue of piracy in African waters dates from 1980s, when the Somali Ministry of Fisheries and the Coastal Development Agency (CDA) launched a development program focusing on the establishment fishery cooperatives. At the same time, the government allowed foreign fishing through official licensing forming two partnerships in the Iraqi-Somali Siadco and Italian-Somali Somital ventures. 
In 1991, after the collapse of the central government, the Somali territorial waters were undefended leading to illegal fishing and dumping waste off the coast of Somalia. Pirate activity increased along the unguarded coast by the local population as they struggled to survive.
After 2006, more events of piracy occur in the African waters. The International Maritime Bureau reports that ten vessels were attacked by Somali pirates that year. 2006 marks the first increase in pirate attacks in three years.
Later in 2007, seventeen pirate attacks in Somali waters occurred, of those attacks, eight vessels are hijacked along with eighty-five crew members taken hostage; along with a Chinese sailor who was killed by the pirates because the ship’s owner failed to pay their demanded ransom increase to 31 towards the end of 2007.
In 2008, there were 111 attacks which included 42 successful hijackings. The rate of attacks in January and February 2009 was about 10 times higher than during the same period in 2008 and with 79 attacks, 21 successful, by mid April. Most of these attacks occur in the Gulf of Aden but the Somali pirates have been increasing their range and have started attacking ships as far south as off the coast of Kenya in the Indian Ocean.
5. Current Status
	On 8 April 2009, four Somali pirates seized the Maersk Alabama. The ship was carrying 17,000 metric tons of cargo, of which 5,000 metric tons were relief supplies bound for Somalia, Uganda, and Kenya. The same month included the capture of seven Somali pirates by the Dutch, who confiscated weapons and freed 20 Yemeni fishermen who were kidnapped and forced to sail the ship. Later, international donors pledged over $250 million for Somali, including $134 million to increase the African Union peacekeeping mission and $34 million for Somali security forces. According to the Secretary-General of the United Nations Ban Ki-moon told the delegates at a donours’ conference that, “Piracy is a symptom of anarchy and insecurity on the ground", and that "More security on the ground will make less piracy on the seas.” 
	In 2010, the CIA got involved with this issue of piracy and stated that actions needed to be taken to along the beach areas instead of actually on the water; with the help of Somalia and Lebanon, where a lot of the ransom money has changed hands. Countries such as the United States, France, Russia, China and India all have ships within the region. Somalia itself has permitted the ships of several nations to enter its waters in an attempt to put some pressure on the pirates. However, this tactic did not work out. Russian Special Forces retook a Russian oil tanker that had been hijacked by 11 pirates. Somali pirates seized a Bulgarian-flagged ship in the Gulf of Aden with 15 crew members en route from the Red Sea to India and Pakistan. Later on, Athens announced that Somali pirates have seized a Greek vessel in the Gulf of Aden with at least 24 people on board, including two Greek citizens and some Filipinos. The vessel, sailing under the Liberian flag, was transporting iron from Ukraine to China. Along with a long number of attacks that has occurred, in a summary, the profits from piracy are estimated at around $100 million a year. Although there have been several deaths and multiple disappearances, the majority of these hijacking attempts do not involve murder. 
Currently, the United States Fifth Fleet is leading the Combined Task Force 151, a fleet composed of ships from many different nations. Japan especially had to work around its non-aggressive Constitution to send ships to join the task force. The capabilities of this task force to protect merchant vessels are limited, however. The Task Force is also using helicopters to respond to emergency signals from ships if attacked by pirates. 
In recent events, the US Office of Naval Intelligence reported that only 9 vessels have been attacked during 2013, with zero successful hijackings. 
6. Conclusion
	The issue is defined as a threat to international shipping since the early 21st Century; possible steps have been taken to improve piracy in international waters such as stabilizing the Somali government, improving the military presence in the area and watching over international countries who are trying to help develop this issue. 
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