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1. Abstract
	This background paper will outline the issues over the use of chemical weapons around the world. The focus is primarily on the various occurrences that took place in Syria over the use of sarin gas including the issue of chemical weapons such as VX along with sulfur mustard. An additional emphasis is one made of the many effects and consequences of the chemical weapons that occurred. Alongside with this issue, the involvement of many countries around the world to help solve this problem will be discussed. 
2. Description and Definition of the Issue
Chemical weapons can be classified as weapons of mass destruction and can be widely dispersed in solid, liquid and gas. Chemical agents are incredibly volatile that are now being stockpiled by many nations. Chemical weapons were widely used during World War One, and the main reason for causing blindness, lung searing and even deaths. A large number of countries have declared stockpiles which include India, Iraq, Japan, Libya and Syria. As of 2012, only four countries confirmed of having chemical weapons; United States, Russia, North Korea and Syria. 
3. Glossary of the Issue
1. Chemical Weapons (CW): A device that uses chemicals formulated to inflict death or harm on human beings.
2. Stockpiles: A large accumulated stock of goods or materials, especially one held in reserve for use at a time of shortage or other emergency
3. VX: An extremely toxic substance that has no known uses except in chemical warfare as a nerve agent. It is a tasteless and odourless liquid. The production and stockpiling of VX was outlawed by the Chemical Weapons Convention of 1993.
4. Sulfur Mustard: Commonly known as mustard gas which has the ability to form large blisters on the exposed skin and in the lungs; they have no other use that in chemical warfare. 
5. Sarin gas: It is a colourless, odourless liquid, used as a chemical weapon. Production and stockpiling of Sarin was outlawed by the Chemical Weapons Convention of 1993. Sarin can be lethal even at very low concentrations; it can lead to death after 10 minutes of inhaling this gas. 
4. History of Issue
1. India: Since 1984 India has been developing nuclear powered ballistic missile submarine. "The Arihant" as a 3rd platform for nuclear warhead delivery. In addition, India stated in January 2003 that it would not use nuclear weapons against states that do not possess such arms and declared that nuclear weapons would only be used to retaliate against nuclear attack. They have conducted three nuclear weapon tests, the first test was claimed to be a "peaceful" nuclear explosion. One test involved 2 simultaneous explosions and another involved three blasts. The first test was conducted on May 18, 1974, and the last took place May 13, 1998.

2. Iraq: Chemical Corps were established in the 1960s with biological, nuclear and chemical protection of troops and civilians. When Iraq invaded Iran in 1980, they were defeated in 1981 and 1982. As a result, they began to employ chemical weapons against the Iranian forces. In 1988, a massive attack against Kurdish town of Halabja killed almost 5000 civilians. Iraq began to produce tabun, sarin and VX. After its defeat by US and allied forces in 1991, Iraq declared to UN inspectors that it produced 3,859 tons of CW agents and more than 125,000 filled and unfilled special munitions, most of which was stored at the Muthana State Establishment.

3. Russia: Soviet Union began to develop and produce stockpiled and deployed chemical weapons from early 1920s. Due to the very early development of their chemical industries, Soviet Union has the world's largest arsenal of chemical weapons according to the chemical warfare (CW) program.

4. Japan: The use of nuclear weapons on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 by the United States changed Japan's nuclear policy. Japan is a member of all the nuclear non proliferation treaties. Japan's new policy documents confirm that Japan continues to play an important role in nuclear disarmament.

5. United States: United States is one of the five nuclear weapon states recognized by the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. The US used nuclear weapons on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945, making it the only country to have used nuclear weapons during war. In 1967, America arsenal contained 31,255 nuclear warheads. In response to chemical attacks by Germany during WW1, the US established Chemical Warfare Service (CWS) in 1918.



5. Current Status
Chemical weapons are a major issue that has lead to hostility between nations. However, while diplomats gather to find measures to reduce or destroy chemical weapons. The destruction of the weapons maybe leads to major disasters too. As a result, when proposing solutions these may have to be considered. Moreover, the United States was a leader in negotiating Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) but has set a very poor example during its implementation. The US remains in technical violation of the treaty till date. The problem of enforcement is the CWC verification.

	6. Conclusion
Overall, while addressing the issue delegates should propose methods to combat the issue of Chemical weapons. Iran and North Korea can be addressed as to whether they agree to declare the content of their CW programs. It is the job and responsibility of the delegates to address the issue while considering the history of weapons including the events followed by Iraq Invasion, the use of chemical weapons in 1945 by the US and the recent chaos caused by Iran and North Korea. Delegates will need to develop positions on whether they are for the banning of chemical weapons or against by furthering elaborating if they would like to have certain treaties limiting power and the development of these weapons.
