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1. Abstract 
This background paper covers the events of the modern Egyptian revolution and its aftereffects on the nation. Delegations are to use this paper as a guideline for their research and writing resolutions towards improving – and eventually stabilising- all political aspects that have suffered either as aftereffect or during the period of events.  This paper is an overview of the topic and so not suitable for policy research, detailed research should be made to fully understand the issue.

2. Description and Definition of the Issue
 Following the 2011 revolution the elected party has failed to meet the promised goals of the 2011 revolution, accusations of centralizing power have arisen and the drafting of the constitution was heavily criticized. In 2013 15m Egyptians have taken the streets, the majority calling for early reelections of which the 'Tamarod' campaign played a huge role in by collecting petitions and encouraging citizens to call for this.  After a day the military intervenes in the issue and announces that the constitution has been suspended. Adly Mansour, head of the Supreme Constitutional Court, is selected to be the intermediate Head of State. 
After which many violent acts have been carried out in Egypt as an expression of disapproval from the opposition frightening the citizens and discouraging foreign investors and tourists – which affects the nation greatly as Egypt's economy relies greatly on tourism. Many nations have loaned great amounts to aid the deteriorating Egyptian economy while others believe that a 'coup' has taken place. A constitutional referendum was held in Egypt on 14 and 15 January 2014, with Egyptians abroad voting between 8 and 12 January. The new constitution was approved by 98.1% of voters. Egypt will hold presidential elections between 17 February and 18 April 2014. 


3. Glossary of the Issue 
The Egyptian Military: The presence and effect of the Egyptian Military has been felt ever since the protests started in 2011. It’s influence has been very positive at as they refused side with Hosni Mubarak, and instead took a neutral stance. However, it’s popularity has rapidly decreased due to the crackdown on citizens. a few examples of such crackdowns:
· 9 March 2011: military police violently dispersed a sit-in in Tahrir square and detained protesters.
· 8 April 2011: military police attacked a sit-in in Tahrir square.
· 9 October 2011: military forces killed at least 24 protestors in front of the Egyptian state.
The military was in control of Egypt after the revolution, and on 30 June 2012, power was given to a civilian-governed council.
After the inauguration of Morsi and continuous deterioration of the state of Egypt, the military gains popularity once more as a large majority of liberal citizens seek the armed forces’ intervention. 
After the removal of Morsi from presidency, it is highly speculated that the defence minister, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi will run for office in the upcoming presidential elections in early 2014. 

The Muslim Brotherhood: after Mubarak was overthrown, the Muslim Brotherhood emerged as one of the most organised and well based political party. Once suppressed by Mubarak’s regime, The MB was legalised, and so won the majority of the seats in the 2011-2012 parliamentary elections, and its candidate Mohammed Morsi won the 2012 presidential election. Within a year of Morsi’s rule, large protests and movements, along with the army’s execution, managed to overthrow Morsi and the MB. In September 2013, Egyptian court banned the Brotherhood and its associations and also seized its assets. Morsi and 200 other MB officials are now in jail, awaiting trial.

The Media: Egyptian mainstream media has been on Mubarak’s side from the beginning, and discouraged protestors, especially when it was clear that the vast majority of the protestors were MB members and youth. They have been completely against the MB and its associates (though the MB and other Islamist groups had their own private channels) and were in full support of the speculated revolution/coup of 30 June 2013. One of the most popular and worldwide known Egyptian TV host and presenter, Bassem Youssef, has reached his status quo. 

Tamarod Campaign (Rebel): found on 28 April 2013 by Five activists. Its movement was based on collecting signatures aiming to force Morsi to step down. By 30 June, a total of 15 million petitions were sign and collected. These signatures gave citizens who opposed Morsi’s regime a sense of security in numbers, and on 30 June 2013, roughly that number of citizens took to the streets to demonstrate, calling for Morsi to resign. 

4. History of the Issue 
The following are the major events during the Egyptian revolution that have acted as turning points in the nation's history and fluxes in its political stability. 
2011
February 11: Hosni Mubarak steps down 18 days after continuous protesting in most Egyptian Provinces
. 
2012
June 30: MB’s Mohammed Morsi becomes Egypt’s first Islamist president, winning against Ahmed Shafik in the second electoral round, who was Egypt’s prime minister from 31 January 2011 to 3 March 2011.
August 12: Morsi orders Mohamed Hussein Tantawi, the defence minister of the time, to resign from his position. Morsi then selects Abdul Fattah el-Sisi, the head of military intelligence at the time to become the new defence minister.
November 29th: The Muslim Brotherhood and other affiliated Islamist parties complete the drafting of the constitution, though it faced opposition from other parties, in particular liberal parties such as “Free Egyptians Party” and “Constitution Party”	

2013
April: young activists labeled as Rebel distribute petitions for the resignation of Morsi and for new presidential elections.
June 30: 15m+ Egyptians take to the streets; though some were supporting Morsi, the majority called for Morsi to step down. 1 day later, the military “gives” Morsi 48 hours to make change and to come up with a political solution to satisfy the protestors’ demands.
July 3: the military removes Morsi from his office, arrests hundreds of MB members. Adly Mansour, head of the Supreme Constitutional Court, is selected to be the intermediate Head of State.
5. Current Status 
I. Economy
 After the 2011 revolution, Egypt’s economy deteriorated. Foreign investors were discouraged to look into the Egyptian market due to the instabilities at the time; direct investment plummeted. The stock market suffered a heavy blow and national reserves dropped from $35B to just under $15B. Now, reserves are slowly building up and investors are slowly gaining confidence with investment in Egypt. After the 2013 revolution/coup, the states of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the UAE granted Egypt a $14B interest free loan. Now economy is still frail, but surely recovering.

II. Politics: 
The MB is now banned from political input. Parliamentary elections will take place after the presidential elections. A large percentage of the Egyptian liberal citizens support Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and would like him to run in the upcoming elections however youth activist groups such as “6th of April” do not support or approve it.

III. Foreign Affairs: 
The United States of America has condemned the act of the military and its removal of Morsi. Foreign newspapers like “The Guardian” and “Reuters’ labelled the overthrowing of Morsi as a “coup”. It was also labeled a coup at first by Barrack Obama the Diplomatic circle in the US. This label faced a lot of opposition and criticism from cabinet and senate members, accusing Obama of affiliation with the MB. Shortly after, Obama changed his position on the issue. The Gulf countries however (excluding Qatar) was in full support of Egypt’s course of action; they supported the removal of Morsi and support el-Sisi’s alleged decision to run for president.

IV. Egyptian Citizens:
 The majority of the Egyptians support the course that Egypt has taken. However there is a small percentage of the population that is still in support of Morsi and the MB. This has been shown in the latest referendum on the new constitution, where 98% of the votes supported the new drafted constitution. The future looks bright for Egypt.
6. Conclusion
In conclusion although Egypt is moving forward there is instability that has to be addressed due to issues that have occurred after the revolution throughout the nation that have not been completely resolved. As well as the worry that history will continue to repeat itself disallowing continuous stability.
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