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1. Abstract  
Throughout this background paper all aspects of the issue of oil depletion and investment in renewable energy in the Arab league will be explored. This paper includes information on the topic’s past, present and what is planned and predicted for the future as well as a beneficial glossary and may be used as a guideline for further research. The topic will be discussed from a general perspective and so will not be suitable for policy research. 

2. Description and Definition of the Issue
Crude oil (petroleum) is a non-renewable, natural resource which takes thousands of years to form naturally and cannot be replaced as fast as they are being consumed. At present petroleum remains to be the main energy source used. 15 out of 21 nations of the Arab league produce oil, many of which rely on it almost solely economically and as an energy source. Oil depletion is the decline of the rate of oil production, which has begun to occur. Oil holds a large role in the majority of the Arab League’s nations; therefore oil depletion is a major issue of which will affect the Arab League greatly if the correct preparations are not executed, and only a small amount of which are being currently planned. Such affects that could pull some Arab League nation’s decades back in many factors.
Renewable energy comes from resources that are naturally replenished on a human timescale (i.e. doesn’t run out due to natural cycles).Renewable resources are found anywhere, each nation having its own main resources depending on its climate such as  sunlight, wind, rain, tides, waves and geothermal heat which are infinite (can’t be depleted). Therefore the Arab League has great potential in generating a sufficient amount of renewable energy. Renewable energy can replace that generated by oil in the four distinct areas; electricity generation, hot water/space heating, motor fuels, and rural (off-grid) energy services. Sustainable energy is highly reinforced as the alternative for oil as the future of energy production due to climate changes, nuclear dangers (i.e. from nuclear power plants) and peak oil. But there are many challenges that will be faced while transferring a nation’s power supply from crude oil to renewable including economical, location, scalability, expertise and planning challenges.
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3. Glossary of the Issue 
Peak oil: an event based on M. King Hubbert's Hubbert peak theory, when the maximum rate of petroleum (crude oil) has been extracted and it’s production is at terminal decline from thus point. 
Arab Ministerial Council for Electricity: a ministerial council of the Arab League created by the charter of the Arab league of which addresses electrical power issues of the Arab League nations.
 Arab Forum for renewable energy and energy efficiency: A forum organised by the Arab League and many other organisations including UN-ESCWA.
UN-ESCWA: is the ‘United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia,’ a regional commission under the administrative direction of the UN-ECOSOC of which all members are nations of the Arab League.
AREC: Arab Renewable Energy Commission.
UAE: United Arab Emirates one of the world’s major ‘clean energy,’ producers.
IRENA: The international Renewable Energy Agency 


4. History of the Issue
The issue of oil depletion and the realisation that renewable energy is an ideal substitute for the relied on fossil fuel has only been addressed by the Arab League recently. And so the history of this topic doesn’t span many years in fact this topic is one of the future, one of which plans are to be drawn for, for future action.

April 19 1995 - the Arab ministerial of electricity’s first session. 
2005 - The UAE ratified the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Convention on Climate Change, becoming one of the first major oil-producing countries to do so.
April 2006 - Masdar was established, led by the Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company (ADFEC). It is a multi-faceted company advancing the development, commercialisation and deployment of renewable energy solutions and clean technologies.
June 2009 - Abu Dhabi was selected to host UN agency headquarters for the new International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) at an international level.
2011 - AREC was founded.
23-24 April 2012 -  "Arab Forum on Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency under the theme of "Building Financing Partnerships” was held at the Arab League Headquarters.
2-4 April 2013 - first peak oil conference between GCC.

5. Current Status
I.    Current oil situation 
According to latest reports dating 2007, 15 Arab League nations produce oil. Morocco produces 3746 barrel per day being the least and the KSA produces 11 million barrel per day being the most. The Arab League has been recorded to produce 26,111,746 barrel per day in total. Currently oil still plays a great role in most Arab League nations. While some nations produce only enough to be used in national trade and power plants and may need to import foreign oil as well, others rely on it economically through international trade and depend on it solely as a fuel. And so many Arab League nations’ economy is built on oil and if a substitute is not carefully planned the economy of such nations can easily fall with peak oil. Peak oil will affect nations that import oil as well as it will result in the increase of the price of oil and so a substitute that is cheaper and finite is the ideal answer for all cases.

II. Renewable Energy Currently Produced and Future Plans 
Sudan generates 69.8% of its energy using renewable resources as recorded in 2009. The UAE is one of the Arab League’s first nations to recognise the vital importance of renewable energy for the future and has launched ‘Masdar City,’ in 2006 a city that provides a living and working environment with the lowest possible ecological footprint it is also an corporation that funds and inputs in international and national environmental projects and organisations such as the Shams 1 complex which is a 100-megawatt (MW) solar array which is the largest solar energy plant in the region. Dubai has also recently unveiled its plans to invest 4billion dollars in deploying 1-gigawatt of solar. Dubai has also set a goal to reach 7% of all electrical power to be generated from renewable energy by 2020.  The KSA has plans to invest 100 billion$ on building 41000 MW of solar power arrays by 2032.The Arab League also has nations of which generated renewable energy before peak oil was a concern such as the ‘Aswan High Dam,’ in Egypt which generates hydroelectric energy and twelve generators each at 175 megawatts each, power generation began in 1967 and is referred to as ‘Egypt’s lifeline,’ as it supplies about half of the country’s power.
III. Conferences and Forums on the matter 
Due to the majority of nations’ attention towards the threat peak oil poses for the future a number of conferences and forums have been held recently between nations and experts on the matter, which includes the;
Arab Forum on Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Under the auspices of H.E. Dr Nabil El Araby, Secretary General of the Arab League and H.E. Dr. Hassan Younis Minister of Electricity and Energy of Egypt and President of the Executive Bureau of the Arab Ministerial Council of Electricity and Mr James Moron European Union Ambassador to Egypt, the "Arab Forum on Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency under the theme of "Building Financing Partnerships” was held on the 23-24 April 2012 at the Arab League Headquarters. H.E. Dr. Nabil El- Araby pointed out that ''…the Arab spring has created a new spirit calling for change,'' and that ''The adoption of modern methodologies geared towards the exploitation of renewable energy sources and improved energy efficiency measures must be at the heart of this change.''
It has been stated at the forum that “…this financing partnership forum indicates the worldwide concerns with Renewable Energy, Energy Security, Environmental Protection and Energy Efficiency which are global challenges, but can be faced by joint public & private sector's efforts.” The forum has also been underlined that it is a yielding action to activate the objectives and to enhance more constructive cooperation all over the world. During the forum ‘regulatory framework,’ has been stressed on stating that if the regulation is strong confidence will grow in transferring the sources of energy.

6. Conclusion 
In conclusion, the topic is one of serious measures that if not planned for sufficiently can pull all oil dependant nations back decades economically and technologically although the solution may seem simple and a given; renewable energy, it is one that requires lots of time to efficiently transfer to as a primary source of energy throughout a nation. Due to the time that needs to be invested in planning and acting upon said plans but also due to the great funds needed to execute such plans. And so if not already begun, plans have to be developed almost immediately to prevent the serious effects of peak oil on a nation in the future. Although some superb plans have been made and even carried out but they are insufficient to generate all the power needed.
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